Thrombolytic dosing in acute ischaemic stroke.
Thrombolysis treatment for acute ischaemic stroke is effective if it is administered within 4.5 hours of stroke onset. Alteplase is a licensed thrombolytic treatment for ischaemic stroke. The dose of alteplase is dependent on a patient's weight. The stroke team involved in the administration of the treatment usually estimates a patient's weight prior to the treatment in order to ensure the correct dosage. This paper highlights the reliability of body weight estimates in determining the accuracy of thrombolysis dosing and the implication of dosing errors to post-thrombolysed patients.